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PREFACE 

It is both a pleasure and a privilege to join my colleagues in 

celebrating the 50th anniversary of the W.L. Eury Appalachian 

Collection. Founded in 1968 as the Appalachian Room, a 

small assemblage of materials related to the region, the W.L. 

Eury Appalachian Collection has grown to be the largest, most 

comprehensive collection of materials on Appalachia that exists. 

Internationally recognized, the W.L. Eury Appalachian Collection is 

the research library of and for Appalachia. Carol Grotnes Belk Library 

and Information Commons, Appalachian State University, and all 

of Appalachia honor the W.L. Eury Appalachian Collection for its 

outstanding achievements in its first fifty years. 

Dane Ward, Ph.D. 

Dean of University Libraries 

W.L. EURY 

APPALACHIAN COLLECTION 
This sign has been part of the Appalachian Collection since shortly after 
the Collections dedication in 1971, and it has been moved with the 
Collection to each subsequent location, including its present location in 
Belk Library and Information Commons 



INTRODUCTION 

Founded in 1968 as a small gathering of things Appalachian: crafts, books, 

recordings, and other items, the “Appalachian Room” was soon named in honor 

of University Librarian William Leonard Eury. Since its inception, the Collection 

has had three librarians (a storyteller, a musician, and an anthropologist). Over the 

next twenty-five years, the Collection grew to approximately 5,000 monographs, 

several hundred LPs, a few manuscript collections, and several cabinets of clipping 

files. During the next twenty-five years my colleague Dean A. Williams and I have 

overseen its continued growth now including over 54,000 books, 1,800 scores, 8,770 

LPs, 4,600 maps, 1,580 manuscript collections, 14,550 microforms, 4,650 audio CDs- 

-making it the primary research library for Appalachia. Our staff has grown with the 

addition of archivists to arrange, describe, and provide access to manuscripts and rare 

books. 

Cratis Dearl Williams, “Father of Appalachian Studies,” was a much-loved and 

admired English professor and administrator at Appalachian State University. He 

advocated for the development of Appalachian Studies as a field of study and strongly supported the Appalachian Collection that now houses 

his papers. Appalachian State University was home to the first B.A. and M.A. in Appalachian Studies, and the Appalachian Journal the first 

and premier scholarly journal of Appalachian Studies. But first was the W.L. Eury Appalachian Collection, which was already a presence in the 

University, community, and the nascent discipline of Appalachian Studies. Without it the growth of Appalachian Studies would have certainly 

been more difficult. 

Area and regional studies are inherently interdisciplinary and so are the libraries that support and help define them. The W.L. Eury 

Appalachian Collection is a repository of all sorts of documentation: all formats, topics, and age levels; both scholarly and popular; both good 

and bad—everything Appalachian and concerning Appalachia. 

For the W.L. Eury Appalachian Collection to become an international research library, it required generous state funding, support from 

grants, especially the NEH Challenge Grant, and donors whose contributions founded endowments that provide continuing funds for the 

purchase of rare books, broadsides, maps, manuscript collections, and more. We thank them all for their generosity. 

Please join us in celebrating the W.L. Eury Appalachian Collections first fifty years. We hope for your continued support in our next fifty 

years and beyond. 

Fred J. Hay, Ph.D. 

Librarian, W.L. Eury Appalachian Collection 

Anne Belk Distinguished Professor 
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HISTORY 

Invaluable 
Resources 

As curiosity about the past and 

concern about the present state of 

the Appalachian region rises, the 

W.L. Eury Appalachian Collection 

provides invaluable resources to 

meet those needs. This has been 

especially important to my work as 

an artist and independent scholar. 

Most of all the Affrilachian Artist 

Project hopes to contribute to this 

stellar archive and build a bright 

future for the people of this land. 

— Marie T. Cochran, founder of 

the Affrilachian Artist Project 

Significance 
The W.L. Eury 

Appalachian Collection 

is a repository for 

materials related to the 

Southern uplands. It is 

a comprehensive, multi¬ 

disciplinary library with 

special strengths in 

folklore, ethnography, 

music, religion, local 

history, genealogy, 

literature, cookery, and 

African and Native 

Appalachia. 

At the dedication 

of the W.L. Eury 

Appalachian Collection 

on October 18,1971, 

long-time Appalachian 

State University professor 

and administrator, Cratis 

Williams asked: “What is 

the significance of this collection?” His response was: 

(L-R) Dean of Graduate School and folklorist Cratis Williams, Dean of Learning Resources Al Corum, 
Librarian of the Appalachian Collection Charlotte Ross, and President of Appalachian State Teachers 
College William Howard Plemmons, circa 1970 

"In the early days of Appalachian State University the cultural tradition, handcrafts, and artifacts of the 

people served by the University were taken for granted. Educational programs were directed toward the 

orientation of the sons and daughters of the mountain farmers to a general American culture; and what 

lay immediately about them was largely ignored. In time, though, owing to the vision of such men as Dr. 

I.G. Greer, a native son and long-time instructor at the college, Dr. W. Amos Abrams, and the librarian, 

W.L. Eury, the institution became interested in building a collection of Appalachian materials for the use of 

students and scholars who desire to study the local history, culture, and social problems of the region. This 

collection, already one of the most important in the region, is destined to grow." 

Roots 
It is appropriate to quote these words of Cratis Dearl Williams (1911-1985) because he, more than any 

other individual, is responsible for the development of the W.L. Eury Appalachian Collection. As Williams 
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was preparing to teach a course in Appalachian song in 1943, he did a survey of the 

library’s holdings and discovered there were only about 25 to 30 books related to 

Appalachia at what was then known as Appalachian State Teachers College. With 

Librarian W.L. Eury’s support, Williams began to identify and purchase books on the 

area and on folk songs for the Colleges Library 

This process of identification and purchase of Appalachian materials intensified 

and broadened in the early 1950s when Williams began work on his now famous 

dissertation. He and Acquisitions Librarian Zeb Shook would visit used bookstores 

and antique shops to search for relevant materials. Shook kept a list of all of Williams’ 

many interlibrary loan requests. This “Selective Bibliography” of Williams’ dissertation 

was 57 pages and 840 citations, and the contents were sought throughout the out-of- 

print market to locate and purchase copies. 

The Appalachian Room was established in the new 

Carol Grotnes Belk Library. The 1968 edition of the Belk Library handbook included the following description: 

'Appalachian Room: A special collection of all available material about and from the Appalachian Mountain 

region is housed here. The library is interested in collecting both published and unpublished materials for inclusion 

in the collection. The Collection is housed in the Appalachian Room on the second floor of the main library. 

Materials in the collection are to be used only in the Appalachian Room." 

In 1969, Charlotte Ross was hired as the Appalachian Room’s first Librarian. In 1972, a part-time staff person was 

added, and an oral history project was initiated. Funds for the purchase of the tape recording equipment used for the 

project had been provided by the newly created Appalachian Consortium and by the Appalachian State University 

Foundation. 

The possibility of establishing a separate special collections area began to be 

discussed at Appalachian State University in the mid-1960s when the University’s 

plans for a new library building were being developed. In 1967, the family of Ben 

Wheeler Farthing, a 1939 graduate of Appalachian State University, donated a 

collection of western North Carolina and Appalachian State University materials 

that, along with the books that Williams and Shook had been purchasing, became the 

nucleus of the new special collection. In addition to University-related materials, this 

donation included documents, photographs, books, and newspaper clippings about 

the mountain region, as well as the remarkable diary of professor Andrew Jackson 

Greene. The 164 volume handwritten diary of 

Baptist preacher and English professor Greene is 

a detailed account of life in Boone and Watauga 

County for the period from 1906 to 1942. Librarian W.L. Eury in the stacks 

Collection Librarian Eric Olson 



Growth 
Cratis Williams’ observation that the Collection “was destined to grow” proved correct. 

In the early 1970s, the W.L. Eury Appalachian Collection received some important 

donations: I.G. Greers ballad collection and field recordings; the Jack Guy collection of 

taped traditional music of the Beech Mountain area, his photographs of local musicians, 

and folk toys; the James York family ballad collection from Mocksville, North Carolina; 

the W. Amos Abrams folksong collection and field tapes; writer and singer of traditional 

songs, Virgil Sturgill’s diaries and performance repertoire; and the Riley-Fry collection of 

handwoven shams and coverlets. 

From the Spring of 1976 until February 1978, Margaret Vannoy, who began her tenure 

in the Collection in a part-time, temporary staff position, served as Acting Collection 

Librarian. Eric Olson, the Collection’s first professionally trained librarian, began his term 

as Appalachian Collection Librarian in June 1978. Olson, who came to Appalachian State 

University from Western Carolina University where he worked as a cataloger, was also a 

well-known folk revivalist musician. 

The W.L. Eury Appalachian Collection had long suffered from insufficient space in 

Belk Library, and Olson oversaw its move from Belk Library to the old D.D. Dougherty ubmnan oftheAppalachian collection Charlotte Ross with donor 

Library Building in 1980, then to the newly acquired University Hall in 1984, and Jack Guy 

then to the expansion of its space in University Hall in 1990. Moving the Collection to 

University Hall, one mile from the main campus had the obvious disadvantage of separating it from the rest of the University Library and making 

it less convenient for University patrons, but it had the advantage of concentrating in one building the various Appalachian State University units 

which supported Appalachian regional research: the Center for Appalachian Studies, Appalachian Journal Appalachian Consortium, and the new 

Appalachian Cultural Museum. Due to the large number of artifacts that the Collection had acquired, the University decided, at this time, to remove 

them from the Collection and to create the separate museum. 

A Researchers’ Paradise 
Congratulations on the 50th anniversary of the W.L. Eury Appalachian Collection at Appalachian State University! The Collection, which 

contains a wide range of resources from archival materials of founding scholars of Appalachian Studies and shelf upon shelf of books, to various 

audio and visual resources, is itself a valuable archive that attests to the rich legacy of Appalachian culture and its study. The assistance of 

knowledgeable and hospitable staff makes one's experience of the Collection very special. Hours spent in this researchers’ paradise are full of 

wonders that inspire us. 
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During the Olson years, the Collection increased significantly as 

important manuscript collections were added, including the papers 

of Cratis Williams, United States Congressman and Senator James 

T. Broyhill, and the Appalachian Land Ownership Survey. Olson 

retired from University service in 1993. Dean Williams, Library 

Assistant, served as Acting Collection Librarian until Fred J. Hays 

appointment as Collection Librarian in August 1994. Hay and 

Williams moved the Collection back to old Belk Library in 1996. 

Future 
In 2005, the W.L. Eury Appalachian Collection became part of 

Special Collections in the new Carol Grotnes Belk Library and 

Information Commons, joining the Stock Car Racing Collection, 

University Archives, and Rare Books and Manuscripts in a common 

space on the new buildings top floor. 

Collection Librarian Fred J. Flay, author Robert Morgan, and 
Appalachian Journal Editor Sandra L. Ballard 

Throughout the 2010s the Collection has continued to grow 

and expand in scope and size. The acquisition of archival materials 

including the Carlton and Charles Haney Papers and the Katuah 

Journal Records have added to the Collections strengths in the areas 

of music and environmental studies. In 2015, Collection Librarian Fred Hay and University Archivist Norma Riddle identified and described materials 

for a grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities to digitize and provide print-on-demand copies of publications from the Appalachian 

Consortium Press. Collection materials including the Katuah Journal the publications of the Appalachian Consortium, and the Appalachian Land 

Ownership Survey Records have recently been hosted online as digital collections. The W.L. Eury Appalachian Collection is noted by scholars and 

researchers worldwide as the premier collection for the study of the Appalachian region and will continue to be so well into the future. 

Prestigious Appalachian Collection 
Over the past twenty years, I have watched the W.L. Eury Collection grow and grow to become the most prestigious Appalachian collection 

in the country, remarkable for its wide diversity and deep, comprehensive collections as well as its dynamic role in the University and the 

Appalachian South today. I plan to donate my own Appalachian books and music to this collection--! think they will be in very good company! 

— Lee Smith, Author 



EARTH SCIENCES AND ENVIRONMENT 

To understand the people and their history in a place, you need to study the land, its features, its flora, and its fauna. Tracing the development of 

Appalachia’s landscape is another comprehensive aspect of the the W.L. Eury Appalachian Collection. Materials cover topics from the creation of 

the unique Amphibolite range of western North Carolina in deep time to the effects of agricultural practices in valleys and hillsides to the changes 

wrought by mountaintop removal in coalfields of Kentucky and the Virginias. The W.L. Eury Appalachian Collection holds a wealth of information on 

the geology, geography, and the biology of the region. These sources include historical surveys, field guides, scholarly monographs, journals, popular 

nature writing, and bibliographies. 

The Spanish were perhaps the first Europeans to travel into the mountains. Hernando de Soto and Juan Pardo led expeditions into the region, not so 

much for exploration or research, but in a quest for gold. Later explorers/travelers who came into the area included John Lederer and William Byrd II. 

Lederer’s 1672 publication, Discoveries of John Lederer, documented expeditions in the Virginia hills and Byrds History of the Dividing Line Run in the 

Year 1728, provided a description of the land and the people who inhabited it. William Bartram recorded his journeys in the 1770s in his book, Travels 

through North & South Carolina, Georgia, East & West Florida. In 1805 Francois Andre Michaux published his findings in Travels to the Westward of 

the Allegany Mountains. All of these early accounts are readily available in the Collection in reprints, electronic resources, and in microformats. The 

rare book section has a 1793 edition of Bartram’s Travels, an 1804 edition of Michaux s Travels in French and an 1805 edition in English. 

The Collection also includes more contemporary surveys of the regions landscape, including guidebooks to the Appalachian Trail, geologic 

surveys, and modern land and water conservation texts. The Katuah Journal Records contain resources on a bioregional journal constructed around 

lands historically occupied by the Cherokee. The full 1983 to 1993 run of the journal is hosted online as a digital collection. Currently being revived 

and updated, the project records of the Appalachian Land Ownership Study are held within the Appalachian Land Ownership Survey Records. 

The records stem from the 1970s collaboration initiated by scholars including Patricia Beaver between Appalachian State University’s Center for 

Appalachian Studies, the Appalachian Regional Commission, the Highlander Research and Education - 

Center, and the Appalachian Alliance. The surveys conducted and documents collected by the Appalachian WH0 qwims watauga'S land? 

Land Ownership Task Force address issues such as absentee land ownership and mineral rights within the 

region. 

The works of regional landscape photographers are collected in the William A. Bake Papers and the Jack 

Jeffers Photography Collection. A rare glimpse of early recreational hiking in the region, The Southern 

Ohio Hiking Trip Photograph Album documents the 1916 journey of three men through the sandstone 

formations and waterfalls of the Hocking Hills. These visual collections and many others contribute to the 

understanding of not only the geology of the region but also its scenic properties and land use over time. 

The Collection continues to add to its earth sciences holdings. Numerous publications, monographs and 

maps from the U.S. Geological Survey provide historic and current data for the entire region. Several years 

ago, the Collection purchased a complete set of the topographic maps for the entire Appalachian region. A 

historical source that provides extensive information on the forests, geology, and hydrology of the Southern 

Appalachians is the Message from the President of the United States transmitting a Report of the Secretary 

of Agriculture in Relation to the Forests, Rivers, and Mountains of the Southern Appalachian Region. This 

government publication from 1902 exposed the wasteful logging practices and the loss of resources due 

to flooding. It is often seen as the groundwork for the Smoky Mountain National Park. The Collection has Survey Records 

WHO OWNS WATAUGA'S LAND? 

WHAT DIFFERENCE DOES IT MAKE? 

A CONFERENCE 

LAND OWNERSHIP 

AND 

COMMUNITY VALUES 
TO PRESENT THE FINDINGS OF THE 

APPALACHIAN LAND OWNERSHIP STUDY 
IN NORTH CAROLINA AND WATAUGA COUNTY 

THURSDAY, APRIL 30, 1981 

WATAUGA COUNTY COURTHOUSE (COURTROOM) 
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extensive holdings from state geological surveys from West Virginia, North 

Carolina, Tennessee, and Mississippi. On a local level, the Collection 

has soil surveys from numerous counties in the Appalachian region. 

These documents provide very detailed information on the geological 

structures, weather patterns, crops and a microscopic examination of 

every square foot of soil. 

Given the well-watered nature of the Appalachian region, hydrological 

sources have not been ignored. Numerous river basin studies have 

been placed in the Collection. These studies include the French Broad 

and the Catawba Rivers and their many tributaries. Tennessee Valley 

Authority publications not only provide data on specific dams and 

their construction but also on the geology and rivers. Popular sources 

of data on hydrological resources are the numerous river and paddling 

guides held in the Collection. These guides not only detail access points, 

difficulty, paddling time but also water quality information. These guides 

range in scope from the comprehensive, such as Appalachian White 

Water in three volumes by Bob Schlinger, to titles covering a specific area 

such as Bob Benners Carolina Whitewater. 

Photograph from the Southern Ohio Hiking 

Trip Photograph Album, August 1916 

AN ACCOUNT OF THE SOIL AND NATURAL HOBV*- 

TOGETHER ■WITH 

nervations on the manners of the Indians; 

EMBELLISHED WITH COPPER-PLATES. 

By WILLIAM BAR?RAM. 

■■ * 

travels 

ifoRTH AND SOUTH CAROLINA, 

GEORGIA, 

EAST AND WEST FLORIDA, 

THE CHEROKEE COUNTRY, 

THE EXTENSIVE TERRITORIES OF THE MUSCOCULGES 

OR CREEK CONFEDERACY, 

AND THE COUNTRY OF THE CHACTAWS. 

• 3&ia of Mr' < 

A Treasureable 
Collection 

The Appalachian Collection is a 

treasure trove of research material 

on the southern mountains. 

During research for my 

environmental history of Mount 

Mitchell, I made extensive use of 

their newspaper clipping file and 

their open stacks. Almost every 

time I searched for an obscure 

book or memoir I found it in the 

Appalachian Collection. It should 

be the first stop for any scholar 

interested in the natural and 

human history of this fascinating 

region. 

— Timothy Silver, 

Appalachian State University 

View of Appalachian Collection clippings files 
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MUSIC 

The soundscape of Appalachia parallels the regions geology and 

topography in its diversity of forms and formations. From the rural 

string band traditions of southwestern Virginia to the jazz-based 

sounds of Chattanooga’s Ninth Street, the region has birthed and 

hosted a variety of sounds from performers with connections to 

mountain communities and landscapes. The stacks of the W.L. Eury 

Appalachian Collection contain over 5,000 compact discs, nearly 

5,000 vinyl albums, and innumerable print resources on the history 

of Appalachian sounds including traditional ballads, gospel, blues, 

fiddle and banjo music, and string bands as well as popular genres 

such as country, soul, and jazz. The Collections rare stacks include 

early editions of ballad and traditional dance literature including 

works by Francis James Child, Dorothy Scarborough, and Cecil 

Sharp. 

As a prominent feature of the Collection, the papers of three 

Appalachian State University scholars, I.G. Greer, W. Amos Abrams, 

and Cratis Williams, are primary resources for traditional ballads 

and songs from the northwestern corner of North Carolina. Greers 

papers contain ballads collected within the region during the early 

years of twentieth century, complete with sets of lyric variants and 

hand-transcribed melodies. The later collecting efforts of Abrams, 

with Williams as a co-collector, made use of the latest in 1940s 

recording technology—namely an acetate disc cutting machine—to 

preserve the melodies sung by their neighbors and by performers at 

local events. Abrams’ recording unit captured rare performances by 

balladeer and banjoist Frank Proffitt, singers from the Church and 

York families of Wilkes County, early bluegrass pioneer Carl Story, 

and the first known recording of a teenage Arthel “Doc” Watson. 

The collecting work of Greer, Abrams, and Williams was featured 

prominently in Frank C. Brown’s classic seven volume collection, 

North Carolina Folklore, copies of which are available in the 

Collection’s open stacks. The papers and recordings of these three 

noted regional ballad scholars are currently hosted online as part of 

Belk Library and Information Common’s digital collections. 

In addition to the works of Appalachian State University scholars, 

the Collection offers a wealth of other primary sources on traditional 
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Carlton and Charles Haney Papers 



music. The Moses Adams manuscript, a collection of ballads transcribed 

by a Wilkes County family in the early 1800s, constitutes one of the earliest 

written sources for songs sung in the region. The mid-1970s recording 

efforts of folk toy salesman and entrepreneur Jack Guy document the sounds 

of the musical community surrounding Beech Mountain and the wider 

western North Carolina area. Guys recording machine caught the sounds of 

instrumentalists, singers, luthiers, and storytellers including members of the 

Hicks, Presnell, Ward, and Watson families as well as string band performers 

including the Spring Valley Ramblers, Clint Howard and Fred Price, and 

Ora and Arlie Watson. The Carlton and Charles Haney Papers contain 

correspondence, contracts, photographs, and sound recordings from festivals 

hosted by Carlton Haney, creator of the modern bluegrass festival. The 

Collection features recordings from Haneys festivals at Fincastle, Virginia, 

and Camp Springs, North Carolina, with performers including Bill Monroe 

and the Blue Grass Boys, Ralph Stanley and the Clinch Mountain Boys, Reno 

and Smiley, Wade and Julia Mainer, and Mac Wiseman. 

From the moment I walked into the Appalachian Collection, I knew Id 

found where I needed to be. The depth and scope of the music archive is as 

inspiring as it is impressive; from mountain music 101 to a Ph.D. in progressive 

bluegrass, it has something for everyone. Where else was I going to find an oral 

history that linked fiddle music with magical snake remedies, documentary proof 

that Carlton Haney didn’t pay his musicians, or one of Carter Stanley s last and 

saddest performances? The real treasure, though, is the people who work there. The 

expertise and generosity with which they guide you through the archive, and the shared 

excitement with which they welcome you into their wonderful playpen, is unmatchable. 

— Emma John, The Guardian 

Archie Perry and Nimrod Workman from the Helen Lewis Papers 

In connection with holdings on Appalachian religion, the Collection 

contains over 500 representatives of major shape note (both four- and seven- 

note) hymnal publications and publishers, with a focus on books that were 

popular or published in Southern Appalachia. Highlights include nineteenth 

century editions of William Walkers Southern Harmony and Christian 

Harmony, Ananias Davissons Kentucky Harmony, and Joseph Funks Harmonia Sacra, and early twentieth-century 

editions of B.F. Whites Sacred Harp. The Collection also includes many post-Civil War paperback song books 

and reprints of earlier publications. 

Inspiring and Impressive 



Page from the Moses Adams Manuscript, a book of ballads transcribed by a North Carolina family in the 1830s. 
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FOLKLIFE AND FOLKLORE 

Customs and cultural traditions 

have informed and shaped the 

Appalachian regions identity from 

Native American communities 

to early European settlers to the 

diverse populations of coal camps 

and mill towns extending into the 

present. In the stacks of the W.L. Eury 

Appalachian Collection books such as 

Der Lange Verborgene Freund (1839), 

a manuscript of German spells and 

cures for livestock and people, present 

traditional systems of medicine and 

spiritual belief. A complete run of 

the North Carolina Folklore Journal 

(1948-present) outlines folk culture 

across western North Carolina and is 

Photograph of Jack Guy with 
limber jack from the Jack Guy Papers 

a great launching point for researchers 

interested in the cultural traditions of the 

southern Appalachians. The open stacks also 

contain print and audiovisual holdings on 

traditions of handicrafts, textiles, foodways, 

woodworking, and a host of other material 

folklife. Archival collections showcasing 

community lore and storytelling include the 

Appalachian Oral History Project Records, 

featuring stories and folkways as explained by residents of Kentucky, 

North Carolina, and Virginia, as well as recordings of Jack Tales in 

the Marshall Ward Audiocassettes, a collection of audio recordings 

featuring the noted Beech Mountain, North Carolina, storyteller. The 

Plow (Periodical) Collection, along with issues bound in the open 

stacks, feature photographs and writings about festivals celebrating 

community traditions, farming practices, music, and social events 

in southwestern Virginia and western North Carolina in the 1970s. 

Highlighting how cultural traditions from the mountains were sold to 

markets worldwide in the early 1900s, Alnwick Bedspreads Collection 

documents the boom and bust of a cottage industry of bedspread 

makers from western North Carolina who produced heirloom 

bedspreads displayed in the White House and other historic homes. 

Newsman Chuck Hemricks human interest pieces, available for 

viewing on the digital collections site as Blue Ridge Views, document 

community events and traditional artists and musicians throughout 

the region. 

Martha Washington weaving draft from the Appalachian Cultural Museum Records 

Crossroads for Study 
The W.L. Eury Appalachian Collection is the crossroads for study of the rich history and 

culture of the Appalachian region. Its deep and diverse holdings feature more than 54,000 

volumes of books, over 200 periodical subscriptions, 14,600 sound recordings, and 1,900 

videos and DVDs, all of which focus on the Southern uplands. The Eury Appalachian 

Collection is truly a national treasure that enriches all our lives. 

— William Ferris, Author of The South in Color: A Visual Journal 



BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY 

Business developed in the Appalachian region in the 

eighteenth century as immigrants populated the frontier and 

land became more readily available. The earliest business was 

that of land speculators and absentee owners who bought 

large tracts of land cheaply The Collection holds the records 

of one of these companies, the Speculation Land Company, 

established by New York-based speculator Tench Coxe. 

Coxe acquired 400,000 acres of land in southwestern North 

Carolina following the Revolutionary War, and his company 

managed sales through local agents in Rutherfordton. The 

records, dating from 1775 to 1930, include land deeds, 

surveys, land plats, record books, maps, and business and 

personal correspondence. The mountain lands documented 

in this collection include over eighty rivers, and at the time 

of surveying, virtually untouched natural resources such as 

timber and minerals, including gold. 

In rural communities, local businesses, namely general 

stores, started in the nineteenth century. The history of these 

stores in western North Carolina and southern Appalachia 

is recorded through nearly 25 store ledger collections which 

show the connection between the global economy and rural 

Appalachia, and document customers, purchases, and means 

of payment. The Taylor and Mast Store in Valle Crucis, North 

Carolina, one of the precursors of todays Mast General Store 

chain, started in 1851, and the Collection holds an early ledger 

in which accounts begin in 1861. This ledger, which is part of 

a constellation of other Mast store ledgers in the Collection, 

has been digitized and is available for public use worldwide. 

After the Civil War, various industries began to take 

hold in the region. Natural resources become the focus of 

industry, such as timber extraction and coal mining, and 

railroads developed across the region to transport materials. 

Records of the early twentieth-century boom town of Shulls 

Mills, North Carolina, provide evidence of the work of the Whiting Lumber Company through the towns grain and seed store records, photographs 

(available digitally), and land deeds of the Shull family. Furniture companies also profited from regional lumber resources, and the George Antone 

collection of furniture industry research contains a treasure-trove of information about western Piedmont companies such as Bernhardt, Broyhill, 

Patent No. 1037, Davenports 19th Survey of7970 acres including the “Waters of Sandy Run!’ Speculation 
Land Company Records 
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Blowing Rock, North Carolina, has a long history of tourism. Photo from the Appalachian Cultural 
Museum Records; postcard from the Appalachian Regional Ephemera Collection 

Drexel, and Hickory Chair. 

Coal mining was one of the 

regions other predominant 

industries, and the Collection 

holds many resources related 

to companies, workers, 

government reports, maps, 

newspaper clippings, 

interviews, research files, and 

published histories that trace 

the effect of this industry on Appalachia. Hand-in-hand with these 

industries were railroads, and the Collection contains publications, 

photographs, maps, and moving images of and about trains over time 

in the region. 

Tourism also became a major regional industry in the early 

twentieth century and continues today. The Collection holds 

numerous promotional publications, brochures, and postcards that 

enticed tourists to visit the area for its health and leisure benefits. 

With the construction of the Blue Ridge Parkway, business owners 

near the scenic road joined together in the 1950s to strengthen their 

political and economic interests and formed the Blue Ridge Parkway 

Association, of which the Collection is the official repository of their 

records. Ecotourism has been popular historically in the region, and 

collections relating to outdoor activities draw attention from both 

casual and serious researchers alike. One such collection is that of 

Ralph Fickel, a professional rock and ice climber who served as a 

guide and teacher and developed climbing routes in the region. His 

manuscripts include his now digitized climbing journals, hand- 

drawn maps of climbing routes, and his book collection of 400 

climbing-related publications including early issues of Appalachia, 

a mountaineering and conservation journal of the Appalachian 

Mountain Club. 

East Tennessee & Western North Carolina narrow gauge locomotives #11 and #12 stand 
ready in front of the Johnson City, Tennessee, locomotive shops. Thomas Reese Railroad and 

Printing Collection 
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LITERATURE 

The most extensive 

Appalachian literature collection 

available anywhere—poetry, 

fiction, drama, and creative 

nonfiction by Appalachian 

writers or about the region—is 

in the W.L. Eury Appalachian 

Collection. Cratis Williams’ 

books, which formed the basis 

for his 1,600+ page dissertation, 

The Southern Mountaineer in Fact 

and Fiction (NYU, 1961), serve 

as the Collections foundation 

and include nearly every novel 

connected to the region written 

before 1960. Built upon that are 

the works of Affrilachian writers, 
nuun,jrorn me —a nuun rupees children’s authors, and Up-and- 

coming and established authors 

publishing in literary magazines such as Cold Mountain Review, Floyd 

County Moonshine, and Appalachian Heritage. In addition are the 

discoveries that can be made while browsing the literature holdings, 

such as the numerous unknown poets and writers of the Appalachian 

region. 

Scholars and writers find a wealth of manuscript collections that 

feature records of playwrights, poets, fiction writes, and memoirists. 

The papers of ballad collectors W. Amos Abrams, I.G. Greer, and 

scholar Cratis Williams record inspiration from oral sources. 

Unpublished archival resources include the records of the literary 

Sows Ear Press (1977-2004); the papers of St. Andrews College 

professor Whitney Jones, who organized the 1974 Black Mountain 

College Festival and worked with Jonathan Williams’ Jargon Society 

publications; typescripts of National Book Award writer Mary Lee 

Settle’s memoir Learning to Fly (published posthumously in 2007); 

and the screenplay for Where the Lilies Bloom. Authors’ manuscripts 

include those of Lou Crabtree, Richard Chase, Tom Robbins, and 

Romulus Linney. The Appalachian Collection embraces centuries of 

creativity, shelves heavy with stories revealed and transformed into 

literature and raw materials to inspire more. 

Photograph of east Tennessee author Mildred 

Cratis Williams visits a family graveyard 

in Kentucky, from the Cratis D. Williams 

Papers 

A Researcher's Treasure 

As an Appalachianist living in Barcelona, Spain, I had the honor and pleasure of using the W.L. Eury 

Appalachian Collection at Appalachian State University twice, in 2014 and 2015. The library truly is a 

treasure for researchers interested in Appalachian literature, a place one mines for gold only to find it. 

I am sure my next research projects will take me back to Boone and App State. Visiting the collection, 

like all good things, always comes in threes! 

— Carmen Rueda, Rovira i Virgili University, Tarragona, Spain 
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EDUCATION 

Starting in the late nineteenth 

century, educational institutions 

blossomed in the Appalachian region. 

The Collection contains a variety of 

regional elementary, high school, and 

college and university school records, 

yearbooks, and published histories; 

diplomas and ephemera such as 

brochures, commencement programs, 

and advertisements; photographs; oral 

history interviews; and teachers and 

students school papers. 

The earliest records in the Collection 

relate to public education in Avery and 

Watauga Counties in North Carolina, 

as well as missionary and settlement schools of Crossnore (NC) and 

Pine Mountain Settlement School (KY). It also has holdings of two 

defunct African-American schools: Allen High School in Asheville, a 

private, girls boarding school, and Lincoln Heights in Wilkesboro, a 

Rosenwald school. 

Higher education instruction in and about the Appalachian region 

is well-represented in the manuscript collections of professors, 

including Helen Matthews Lewis, John Gaventa, and Appalachian 

State University 

professors Cratis 

Williams, Patricia 

Beaver, Howard 

Dorgan, Sue Keefe, John 

Alexander Williams, 

and Andrew Jackson 

Greene. Greene was 

School in Holly Springs, Henderson County, North 
Carolina, circa 1911. Sallie Greene Allison Papers 

the Appalachian Consortium (1970- 

2004), an educational organization 

comprised of Appalachian academic 

institutions dedicated to preserving 
Graduating class from Allen High School in Asheville, North Carolina. Allen . , , . r . 0 , 

High School Records the cultural heritage of the Southern 

Appalachian region. The publications 

of the Appalachian Consortium Press have been digitized for wide 

readership. 

In the 1920s and 1930s, folk schools developed throughout the 

region to teach vocational skills and preserve local traditions. The 

Collection contains materials about the John C. Campbell Folk School 

in Brasstown, North Carolina, and Highlander Folk School (now 

Highlander Research and Education Center) in Tennessee. Much of 

Highlander s mid-twentieth century work is recorded through the 

papers of Helen Matthews Lewis and former director John Gaventa, 

in addition to the records of the organization. 

The natural beauty of western North Carolina has served as 

an attractive location for schools planted in the region. The best 

example is Black Mountain College (1933-1957), located outside of 

Asheville. This experimental school attracted students and professors 

from around the world to partake in founder John Andrew Rices 

educational democracy, which focused on integration of the arts into 

learning. The Collection holds Rices papers, as well as the papers of 

St. Andrews College professor F. Whitney Jones, who kept the spirit of 

BMC alive after it closed through Black Mountain College Festivals. 

professor at Appalachian 

State University early in 

the twentieth century, 

and he was also a faithful diarist. His 

diaries are available online in our digital 

collections. Professors often donate 

their students projects on regional 

topics to the Collection. Included are 

those of Carl Ross, William Lightfoot, 

Lynn Getz, Neva Specht, Cece Conway, 

and Patricia Beaver. Additionally, 

the Collection holds the records of 

both a student and 
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GENEALOGY AND LOCAL HISTORY 

The late Eric Olson, a former Librarian of the W.L. Eury 

Appalachian Collection, stated that the Collection was 

not intended to be a genealogical library, it just happened. 

When the Collection was moved from main campus to 

University Hall, the materials collection was able to expand 

and genealogical items were added. With this growth, 

the Appalachian Collections reputation as a genealogical 

resource spread by both word of mouth and by instructors 

in genealogical workshops recommending the Collection 

as a resource for those seeking family information in the 

Appalachian Region. 

Contact sheet from the Appalachian Oral History Project Records 

While the W.L. Eury Appalachian Collection was 

housed in University Hall, both local and out-of-town 

genealogists made extensive use of the materials. During 

the summer, these traveling genealogists would descend 

upon the Collection. In the days before scanning and cell 

phone photography, genealogists would do a great deal of 

photocopying, with one genealogist from Australia feeding 

over $40 worth of dimes into the photocopy machine. It 

was not unusual for families to do research as part of their summer 

vacation. One sizeable family from Alabama spent several days in 

the Collection, with some members doing research, others serving as 

runners, and some making the photocopies. 

The W.L. Eury Appalachian Collection has extensive genealogical 

holdings from the states and counties in the Appalachian Region, as 

defined by the Appalachian Regional Commission. State and county 

records, journals from genealogical societies, and family histories are 

available in the Collection. Additionally, unique collections provide a 

wealth of genealogical information. The Speculation Land Company 

Records, which dates from 1775 to 1992, provides names from 

Henderson, Polk and Rutherford counties in North Carolina. The 

genealogy file from the Collections clippings is a source of newspaper 

Outstanding Discoveries 

I especially appreciate the manuscript collections, including the Appalachian Oral History Project, where I most recently found dozens of 

interviews from the 1970s with residents of the local African-American neighborhood, Junaluska. I plan to add interviews I have done with 

Junaluska residents to the Collection once I have completed my oral history of the community. Upon my retirement, I was proud to archive my 

several decades of research data and accumulated resources in the W.L. Eury Appalachian Collection. Dr. Fred Hay is to be commended on his 

outstanding tenure as Librarian of the Collection. Congratulations on the first fifty years! 

— Susan E. Keefe, Professor Emerita of Anthropology, Appalachian State University 



predecessors of Mast General Store in Valle Crucis, 

North Carolina, and microfilm ledgers and account 

books from Clingmans Store in Huntsville, North 

Carolina, provide not only names of ancestors, but 

also items purchased. 

In an era of Ancestry.com, digitized materials, 

and internet resources, the W.L. Eury Appalachian 

Collection is still a valuable genealogical resource. 

Many local materials are available only in paper or 

microfilm. The Collection is still used by local and 

traveling genealogists. Recently the Collection has 

seen an increasing number of summer visitors, 

both serious genealogists and those who want to 

see if they had family in the area. The genealogical 

collection continues to grow, enriching the 

documentation of Appalachian families across the 

region. Photograph from the Smyth County, Virginia Lifetime Collection 

articles of local family history, reports of family reunions, and reviews 

of published family histories. The W.L. Eury Appalachian Collection 

Genealogy Collection is a family history file, made up 

of information left by researchers about their families. 

General store records, such as the account books of 

A World-Class Institution 
The Appalachian Collection at ASU has been a godsend for me and many other people. Some of the users are locals with an interest in 

history—say, the story about an old store, farm district, or past disaster; and countless people want to discover their own genealogies. Another 

body of users is university students doing research for their classes, or their master s or Ph.D. degrees in Appalachian Studies. Yet another is 

scholars digging into often arcane material for their teaching and professional publications. The breadth and depth of the holdings make this a 

world-class institution, while the facilities—and especially the staff—are excellent. 

— Elvin Hatch, Professor Emeritus, University of California, Santa Barbara 
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POLITICS & CIVIC ENGAGEMENT 

Highlander 
Reports HIGHLANDER RESEARCH 

AND EDUCATION CENTER 

evidence of his work with various organizations dedicated to the 

development of the parks and roadways of western North Carolina, 

including the Great Smoky Mountains National Park and the 

Cherokee Historical Association. 

WHO OWNS THE LAND? 
During the last year, Highlander has 

helped to coordinate a major study on who 
owns the land in Appalachia and the effects 
of the ownership patterns on rural com¬ 
munities. In the region ownership patterns 

Newsletter of the Highlander Research and Education Center from the Highlander 

Center Records 

The significant natural and cultural resources of the Appalachian 

Region have spurred grassroots efforts to protect the physical 

landscape and to promote civic engagement among people in the 

region. The Collection actively collects the papers of these groups and 

individuals, including: 

• The National Committee for the New River which was 

r^smarr 

The Appalachian regions long history of political activity, whether 

through elected politicians or grassroots efforts to defend and protect 

the region from external pressures, is documented in the W.L. Eury 

Appalachian Collection. The Collection captures this historic and 

contemporary activity with all types of materials, from campaign 

speeches and memorabilia to state and government publications and 

reports to interpretative histories. 

In national politics, the Collections strength lies in the papers of 

the Broyhill family: Senator James “Jim” T. Broyhill; his wife, Louise 

Broyhill; and son, Edgar “Ed” Broyhill. The U.S. congressional and 

senatorial papers of one of the leaders of the modern Republican 

party, Jim Broyhill (12 terms, 1963-1986), showcase Mr. Broyhills 

devotion to serving the people of western North Carolina through 

legislative papers, constituent correspondence, photographs (a 

selection is available in our online collections) and speeches, as well as 

speeches and administrative files related to his North Carolina public 

service after he left Congress. Mrs. Louise Broyhills speeches reflect 

her role in her husband s congressional campaigns and service. Mr. Ed 

Broyhill has also contributed a selection of his campaign papers from 

his 2004 run for the U.S. House of Representatives. 

At the local level, Kelly E. Bennett of Swain CoimteNortfhj 

Carolina, was both a local elected official and active in regional civic 

organizations in the middle of the twentieth century. 

founded in 1975 and was comprised of concerned citizens who 

successfully stopped construction of two American Electric 

Power Company hydroelectric power dams on the New River. 

The Highlander Research and Education Center, located near 

Knoxville, Tennessee, has worked since the 1930s to fight for 

social justice, equality, and diversity through workshops and 

training sessions. The Center laid the groundwork for many 

Civil Rights activities, including the Montgomery bus boycott 

and the founding of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating 

Committee. The Center continues to play a role in organizing 

efforts against strip mining and mountaintop removal and 

supporting worker health and safety efforts. 

m 
/f 

i 

''"SIDE T* * 
a-re~ 

Broyhill meets with President Ronald Reagan and Vice- 

ffj. W. Bush in the White House. James T. Broyhill Papers 

The CHEROKEE HISTORICAL ASSOCIATIO 
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RELIGION 

From Cherokee spiritual practices to the revivals of the Second 

Great Awakening to the current proceedings of regional churches, 

the W.L. Eury Appalachian Collection holds a wide swath of research 

materials on faith and religious communities in Appalachia. Early 

books and pamphlets in the Collections rare book stacks and 

secondary sources in the open stacks chart the development of 

religious groups from those introduced by early European settlers— 

such as Presbyterians, Lutherans, Anabaptists—to those which 

entered or developed in the region in the nineteenth century— 

such as Baptist, Pentecostal, Church of Christ, Disciples of Christ, 

Episcopal. The papers of C. Howard Dorgan, a scholar of Baptist 

theologies and communities, feature photographs and recordings 

of events including revivals, baptisms, picnics, and radio shows. 

Dorgans writings detailed the history and significance of Baptist 

denominations and sub-denominations such as Primitive, Freewill, 

Missionary, and Universalists. Spanning from the late nineteenth 

century to the present, the Episcopal Diocese of Western North 

Carolina Records detail the denominations missionary efforts 

through the early writings of diocesan officials and the establishment 

of Episcopal churches throughout the mountains of North Carolina. 

The papers of western North Carolina and southwest Virginia 

clergymen such as Robert Calvin Proffitt, J. Norton Atkins, and 

Goodridge Wilson 

contain information 

on the integral 

role of ministers as 

community builders 

and documenters 

of regional history. 

Documenting a 

hallmark sound 

of Appalachian 

religious life, the W.L. 

Eury Appalachian 

Photograph from the C. Howard Dorgan Papers Collections extensive 

Reverend Noah Johnson baptizing a church member in Meat Camp 

Creek, North Carolina, from the Robert Calvin Proffitt Papers 

holdings of shape note hymnals include four-note hymnals produced 

in the region such as Annanias Davidsons Kentucky Harmony 

(1816) and J. W. Steffys The Valley Harmonist (1845). The shape note 

collection also traces the development of this rural singing tradition 

into a modernized seven-note system with texts published by 

regional presses such as J. D. Vaughan (Cleveland and Lawrenceburg, 

Tennessee) and Ruebush-Kieffer (Dayton,Virginia). 
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SERVICES 

Instruction 

Members of the staff provide bibliographic and archival 

instruction for undergraduate and graduate courses about the 

collections through a variety of means: general introductions 

to primary and secondary sources, subject-specific sessions, 

experiential learning with primary sources, tours, and in-class 

research sessions. 

The Collections personnel regularly meet with students, faculty, 

staff, local and visiting researchers, as well as virtual interactions 

with remote researchers, to discuss research needs and provide 

user instruction. 

Outreach 

The Collection provides numerous opportunities for both Reading Room Manager Dean Williams introduces students to resources in the Collection, Spring 2018 

scholars and those with more general interest to learn about its 

collections. 

Physical exhibits related to Appalachian history and culture 

have long been part of the mission of the W.L. Eury Appalachian 

Collection, and the Collection now offers digital exhibits on its 

website to reach audiences after a physical exhibit is no longer on 

display. The Collection organizes open houses based on specific topics 

or events, such as North Carolina Archives Month in October. 

Special events introduce new audiences to the Collection. Examples 

include book signings, such as those by Robert Morgan and Lee 

Smith, and symposia, such as the 2017 event, “Appalachia Online: 

Celebrating the Birth of Appalachian Studies,” that included a 

panel discussion about the history and importance of three major 

manuscript collections, portions of which are now digitized and 

available online. 

The Collection is an active participant in major campus initiatives 

related to Appalachia, such as the Black Mountain College Semester 

held in Spring of 2018. 
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Collecting 

The Collection is a living, growing collection that gratefully accepts 

donations and proactively rescues materials from deteriorating 

barns, farm houses, and cellars. Help us continue to document the 

Appalachian experience! Contact Collection Librarian, Dr. Fred J. 

Hay, hayfj@appstate.edu or 828-262-2887, for more information. 

In a Belk Library Leap Year Series lecture, Reference Archivist 

Greta Browning explains a title page from a nineteenth-century 

shape note hymnal, March 2008 



Collection Librarian Charlotte Ross and east Tennessee historian 
Paul Fink discuss his donation, now the Paul M. Fink Papers 

An Appalachian Collection exhibit in the former Belk 
Library, now Anne Belk Hall 
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Former Appalachian State University Chancellor Frank Borkowski 
and his wife, Kay, view the exhibit, “James and Louise Broyhill: 

Public Servants for North Carolina,” in April 2017 

Masters students in Appalachian Studies with Collection staff Shape note hymnals in the Appalachian Collections rare books 

Exciting Hub and Vital Resource 
Hearty congratulations on the 50th anniversary of the W.L. Eury Appalachian Collection. As one of the richest and most multi-faceted 

repositories on the history and culture of the southern highlands, the Collections dramatic growth on multiple fronts - film, music, artifacts, 

digitized materials - has long made it an exciting hub and vital resource for those of us studying Appalachia and its people. For their care and 

nurture of this vast treasure trove, we owe a great debt of gratitude to the Eury s very capable, committed and accommodating staff, many of 

whom have themselves been accomplished scholars of and advocates for the region. 

— John C. Inscoe, University of Georgia 
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The W.L. Eury Appalachian Collection is the finest assemblage of materials about the Appalachian region anywhere, serving 

the campus, the community, the region, and scholars and practitioners far and wide. A long term engagement by exceptional 

staff, with a tradition of support by leadership of Belk Library and Appalachian State University, have created a signature space 

for a vital and dynamic exchange of knowledge. The Appalachian Collection is the cornerstone of the Appalachian Studies 

academic programs, providing scholarly grounding and research resources for its students and faculty. In addition to books, 

periodicals, and other print and digital materials, its archives include a vast array of treasures, of records of daily life nowhere 

else available; church minutes, family records and store records, land transactions and documentary films, photographs and 

art, provide access to the obscure, the forgotten, the unknown, the obvious, to truth. 

— Patricia Beaver, Professor Emerita of Anthropology, Appalachian State University 
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